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Winner of the 2014 Newbery Medal Holy unanticipated occurrences! A cynic meets an unlikely

superhero in a genre-breaking new novel by master storyteller Kate DiCamillo.It begins, as the best

superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel never

saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every

issue of the comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is just the right person to step in and

save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of

strength, flight, and misspelled poetry â€” and that Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the

possibility of hope and the promise of a capacious heart. From #1 New York Times best-selling

author Kate DiCamillo comes a laugh-out-loud story filled with eccentric, endearing characters and

featuring an exciting new format â€” a novel interspersed with comic-style graphic sequences and

full-page illustrations, all rendered in black-and-white by up-and-coming artist K. G. Campbell.
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Oh how I love this book. My 9-year-old son got to it before me, and how he loves this book. We've

read excerpts aloud to my 15-year-old daughter who has never lost her appreciation for children's

books (She must get it from me), and she loves what she's heard, and is going to read it next, now



that I'm finished it. You can read the description yourself, but the characters speak to what was

lovely about the book:FLORA -- A precocious (and self-proclaimed cynical) 10-year-old

girl.ULYSSES -- A squirrel who got sucked up by a vacuum cleaner, the survival of which event

gave him powers like flying and the ability to understand and communicateTOOTIE TICKHAM --

The neighbor, probably nosy but definitely supportive of FloraWILLIAM SPIVEY -- not William, not

Billy -- Tootie's 11-year-old nephew who unexpectedly turns up in her (and thus Flora's) life. He is

suffering from temporary blindness caused by trauma.MARY ANN -- A beautiful shepherdess

keeping guard over the entry way (she's a lamp)There are other people who support or confound

Flora and Ulysses. The whole story is sort of Flora's quest or ultimate understanding of love and

support. I chuckled out loud many times as I read, but I was also moved several times.Some of the

chapters start off with a comic strip panel of Ulysses' adventures, and there are a few other of K.G.

Campbell's drawings throughout, which gave the story extra charm.CONTENT NOTE:This may

seem like a cute little book with some comics throughout, appropriate for your high-reading 2nd

grader. He or she could read it I'm sure, and might like it, but I believe this is a book best enjoyed

when that more sophisticated sense of humor and vocabulary kicks in.
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